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Abstract

The Arab countries need a new development model in which progress does not depend on the
materialistic perspective of the benefit achieved by goods and services only, but also on the core
capabilities that enable the individual to be active in achieving development. Since the beginning
of the twentieth century, Arab countries have been trying to put in place development plans in
line with the real needs of society. However, all development reports issued since 2015 indicate
that these plans have not prevented the outbreak of political conflicts and the spread of inequality
and unemployment as the most important obstacles to Arab development. In terms of
development and scientific research in the Arab countries, there are basic shortcomings facing
these countries, particularly the lack of knowledge. The research problem of the study revolves
around the continued decline of development indicators and the existence of historical and
developmental specificity for each Arab country separately, which did not prevent the
establishment of the countries of the region since their independence in the mid-1940s and early
1960s until the beginning of the third millennium from adopting development policies that
mimic the Western development model, which resulted in the dependence of Arab countries on
a different development model in terms of its structural requirements and conditions. The study
is based on two hypotheses. The first hypothesis is that increased integration into the global
economic system prevents Arab countries from having an independent development model. As
for the second hypothesis, it is the difficulty of ridding the Arab countries of this dependency
despite the escalation of indicators of political and economic instability, and of local needs and
the increasing need to employ the capabilities of the Arab citizen to formulate a participatory and

sustainable development model. Based on the previous assumptions, the research paper raises a



number of questions, foremost among which is a question about whether the Western
development model is the appropriate development choice and is consistent with the
development capabilities and needs of the Arab countries. The second question deals with the
extent to which the Western development model is effective in addressing the political and
economic problems that the Arab countries have experienced since post-independence. The third
question relates to the extent to which initiatives that adopt a different philosophical
developmental perspective are able to overcome the problems of dependency, imbalances and
contradictions that have known the Arab development process. Accordingly, the research paper
aims to study the reasons for the adherence of the Arab countries to the Western development
model, within the framework of analyzing the various development philosophies adopted by
some Arab countries and evaluating the results of their convergence with the Western
development philosophy in achieving development. The paper adopts post-development theory
and applies the institutional approach and the case study approach as research approaches.
Regarding the elements of the research paper, the paper is divided into three parts, the first part
deals with theoretical concepts and frameworks for Arab development choices, while the second
part deals with the transition from theory to model by studying international development models
from outside Western centralism that adopt a philosophy of self-sufficiency to confront
economic and political challenges. The third part deals with the philosophy of the Arab
development model by applying it to the countries of Egypt and the Kingdom of Morocco, as
examples. Then, the section on results and proposals of a post development model framework to

overcome the imbalances and contradictions in the development philosophy in the Arab region.

Keywords: Development model, the West, Arab countries, Economic philosophy, Dependency,

Egypt, Morocco
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