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Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
Name    Taher Hamdi Kanaan,   
 
Address: 
Jordan Center for Public Policy Research and Dialogue 
P.O.Box 830825, Zahran,  
Amman, 11183, Jordan 
Home Tel. +96265603350 
Mobiletel. +962795515505  
Email: taher.kanaan@gmail.com 
 
Nationality:    Jordanian 
 
Birth    Nablus, March, 1st 1935.   
Marital Status   Married, three sons. 
 
Education  The American University of Beirut, 
  BA (Economics),  1958. 
    

Cambridge University, Trinity College,  
   Ph.D. (Economics), 1964. 

 
Professional Career  

 
 
Managing Director, The Jordan Center for Public Policy Research and 
Dialogue, June 2004 –Date.  
 
Secretary General, The Higher Council for Science and Tecnology, Amman, 
March 2002 – June 2004. 
 
Managing Director, Arab Bank Center for Scientific Research,  
Arab Bank, Amman, January 2000 – March 2002.  
 
Consultant in Economics and Business,  
Assignments included advisory work for the WORLD BANK, UNDP, and 
UNESCWA, 1995-1997. 
 
General Manager, Industrial Development Bank, Jordan, 
(June 1989- Dec. 1994). 
 
Director of Management Information System,  
Arab Fund for Economic & Social Development (AFESD),  
Kuwait, (1983-1984). 
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Chief of External Finance & Development Branch,  
United Nations Conference on Trade & Development (UNCTAD),  
Geneva, 1979-1983.  

 
 
Chief Economist, Project on Industrial  Development Programming and Policies, 
Dar Al-Handasah Consultants and the State Secretariat of Planning, Rabat,  
Morocco, (1977-1978). 

 
Director of the Programmes Department, 
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development  
Kuwait, (1973-1976). 
 
Economic Affairs Officer and , subsequently, Chief of Planning and Policies 
Section, United Nations Economic & Social Office in Beirut, (1967-1973). 

 
Economic Affairs Officer, Projections Section, 
UNCTAD, New York Office, (1965-1967). 
 
Economic Advisor/Director of the Economic Department 
Government of Iraq, 1964-1965. 

 
Civil Service Career 
 

Minister of State for Development Affairs, Head of the Cabinet Economic 
Team, (August 1989-March1999). 
 
Minister of Planning, (April 1986-April 1989). 
 
Board of Higher Education, Government of Jordan,  
Personal: 2002- 2004 
Personal: 1990-1994 
Ex Officio 1986-1989  
 
Board of Governors, Governor for Jordan,  
World Bank, 1986 - 1989. 
 
Board of Governors, Governor for Jordan, 
Arab Fund for Economic & Social Development, 1986-1989. 
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Voluntary Contributions  
 

• Member of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Public 
Administration and Public Economics), (2OO6-date) 

• Member of the United Nations Committee for Development Policy 
(Planning), (1996-2000)  

• Member of the Advisory Team for the UNDP Arab Human 
Development Reports 2002, 2003, 2004,2005. 

 
• Member of the Higher Council for Science and Technology in Jordan, 

2004-date. 
 

• Member, Board of  Trustees, Economic Research Forum for the Arab 
Countries, Turkey and Iran, Cairo, 2001-date. 

 
• Chairman, Board of  Trustees, Economic Research Forum for the Arab 

Countries, Turkey and Iran, Cairo, 2001-2002. 
 

• Senior Research Fellow, Economic Research Forum for the Arab 
Countries, Turkey and Iran, Cairo, 1996-date. 

 
• Chairman, Board of  Trustees , 

Palestine Institute for Economic Policy Studies, Jerusalem, 1996-1998. 
                                          

• Member, Board of Directors, 
Arab Society for Economic Research, 1985-1998.                                           

                                         
• Member, Board of Trustees and Executive Committee, Center for Arab 

Unity Studies, Beirut, 1972-date. 
                                           

• Member, Board of Trustees and Executive Committee, Institute of 
Palestine Studies, Beirut, 1990-date. 

 
Selected Studies / Publications    
 

• A Study in the Structure of Iraqi Economy, Input-Output Analysis of a 
Developing Economy, Developing Economy, Ph.D. Dissertation, Cambridge 
University. 

 
• Input-Output and Social Accounts of Iraq 1960-1963, 

Ministry of Planning, Baghdad , 1965. 
 

• Basic Programme for Agricultural Development in the Sudan for the  
Decade 1976-1985, Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, 
Kuwait, 1976, In Arabic.. 

 
• Trade Gap Projections for Jordan and Iraq, in Capital Needs of Developing 

Countries, UNCTAD, 1967. 
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• Input-Output Applications and Multi-Sectoral Projections of the Moroccan 

Economy 1975-1980, State Secretariat of Planning & Dar Al-Handasah 
Consultants, Rabat, 1978. 

 
• Economic Dimensions of  Peace, Palestinian Statehood, A Special Report, 

Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine, Washington DC, March  1994. 
 

• Development Planning for Palestine: Prospects and Challenges, 
JIME Review No. 31, Japanese Institute of Middle Eastern Affairs, Cairo 
1995.  

 
• The State-Owned Enterprise in Jordan, An Evaluation,  

Economic Forum for the Arab Countries, Iran & Turkey (ERF), Cairo,  1996. 
 

• The Social Effects of Economic Adjustment on Arab Countries, 
Edited by Taher H. Kanaan, International Monetary Fund, Washington D.C., 
1997. 

 
• The State and Private Enterprise in Jordan, in Economic Challenges facing  

Middle Eastern and North African Countries, Alternative Futures, Edited by 
Nemat Shafik, Macmillan Press, UK 1998.   

 
• Arab Economic Integration,  A Critical Assessment, United Nations, 1999. 

 
 

• Employment and Labour Markets in Jordan, by Taher H. Kanaan and Marwan 
A. Kardoosh, Paper Presented at the Mediterranean Development Forum 
(MDF), Amman October 2002.  

 
• The Story of  Economic Growth in Jordan, 1950-2003, by Taher H. Kanaan 

and Marwan A. Kardoosh, paper presented for publication in the ERF’s 
Growth Research Program, volume edited by Jeffrey Nugent and Hashim 
Pasaran, forthcoming by Cambridge University Press. 2005. 


